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Presidents Report

2023/2024 was another successful season for the Nowra-Culburra Surf Life Saving Club. I am

pleased to report that due to the dedication and hard work of the Surf Club members no

lives were lost in our patrolled area.

Our club captain Josh Chambers has continued to bring

renewed enthusiasm to surf club operations. Josh has

co-ordinated our patrol captains, patrol members and

emergency call out crews across an extremely busy

holiday season. The 2023 Christmas period saw an

increase in tourism which saw big numbers of beach

goers in our area. All our volunteers made themselves

available to fulfill their patrol obligations and at times

the club was called upon to respond to incidents in Lake Wollumboola, Crookhaven Heads

and the Shoalhaven River. We had a couple of very complex rescues and one very serious

incident. I am very proud of the feedback we received from the professional emergency

service workers at that incident, our first response efforts on scene provided the only chance

of patient survival.

I acknowledge our management committee for all their work across

the broad scope of surf lifesaving activities. Brad Lilly was recognised

in 2023 as the South Coast Branch administrator of the year and

continues to double hat as Secretary and Treasurer. Josh Chambers as

Club Captain and Simon Fillery as Equipment Officer have been

critical to the club maintaining a strong financial state and

compliance with SLS requirements. Life member Ron Letters has also

stepped up with some beach safety training at local schools. Their

volunteer hours over and above their beach patrol obligations are

unheralded and have brought great credit to the club.

Thanks to our IRB Captain Josh Chambers and Simon Fillery for their dedication in

maintaining our Jet Ski, IRB’s, ATV’s and other rescue equipment. Our gear is kept in the very

best condition and is rarely not available. Josh and Simon save the club considerable

maintenance costs and this season and thanks to our sponsors, we were able to replace an

IRB hull and two IRB motors.

We had a couple of new positions start on the committee this year, Member Protection

Information Officer and Complaints Manager. I must thank James Hooke as MPIO and Dylan

Anderson as Complaints Manager for volunteering. James is now our subject matter expert

on Member Protection Regulations and Safeguarding Policy and can provide information to

our members about their options for making a formal complaint. Dylan will manage any

formal complaint submitted to our club in line with the SLSA Complaints Resolution Policy.



Importantly, both are independent from our management committee. I am pleased to

report that they’ve both had a quiet first year in these new roles.

This season we had a few new Patrol Captains enter the roster and a large number of

patrolling member’s upskilling their knowledge and qualifications. Our ability to field eight

patrols and even out the patrolling workload amongst our members is entirely reliant on our

training program. We welcomed a new bunch of Surf Rescue Certificate and Bronze

Medallion holders in December. Brad Lilly and his crew of assessors will be looking to

increase participation next year; any suggestions are welcome.

We had members attend South Coast Branch Championships, Sydney

Water, NSW Country Championships, NSW State Masters and Aussie

Masters. Special mention to Chad Poland, Chad commenced as a

Nowra-Culburra nipper in 1988 and is a regular senior competitor in

surf lifesaving. This year, Chad competed in a number of competitions,

often doubling up in events. Remarkably he won the 40-44 years iron

man at the Aussie Masters on the Sunshine Coast, we are extremely

proud of him and it is great to see our blue and yellow colours on

display at the national carnival.

Our new Junior Activity Co-ordinator, Mitch Pakes and his helpers Emma and Annett have

had a really successful nippers season. Mitch and his band of age managers are working hard

to reinvigorate the nippers program which is vital to the future of our club. We are confident

that a number of our first year nippers will return next year and continue to push

themselves. A special thanks to the team at Ray White Culburra Beach for their sponsorship

of our nippers which provides them with their hi vis vests and competition jerseys.

Amanda Bagnell joined the committee this year as our Child Protection Officer and has

focussed us on our obligations. Nowra-Culburra SLSC is committed to safeguarding children

and young people who participate in our surf lifesaving activities. Sunday morning is still my

favourite day at the beach. No matter what the conditions offer, there is always a wave to be

caught and a big nipper smile to be found.

Our Club hosted the annual Tilbury Classic ocean swim

on Easter Saturday. The success of the swim is a credit

to our volunteers. It is a major fundraiser for our club

and would not happen without the dedicated few who

organise it. Thank you to all involved behind the

scenes. The weather was extremely kind to us again

and we had the largest number of swimmers in the 21

year history of the event.



On behalf of our club members, thank you to our sponsors - The Halloran Trust, IT

Basecamp, Shoalhaven City Council, Culburra Beach Bowlo, Holiday Haven Tourist Parks,

Burra Beach Eats and 2ST/Power FM.

And I must also acknowledge all levels of government for their support of surf lifesaving. The

Shoalhaven City Council for their maintenance of our club facility and the surrounds, the

NSW Government Office of Sport for the Surf Club facility grant program under which we will

install a solar power system to the club, and the Federal Government for the Beach Safety

Equipment Funding which directed $10,000 to our club for the purchase of surf rescue

equipment. We could not operate the Nowra-Culburra SLSC without the financial assistance

from our supporters.

At the 2024 Nowra-Culburra SLSC Presentation Night, several of our members were

recognised for their achievements in the 2023/24 season.

Club Person of the Year – Simon Fillery
Junior Club Person of the Year – Isaac Sleath
Cadet Club Person of the Year – Ellie Cooper
Club Rookie of the Year – Dom Cooper
Patrol of the Year – Patrol 5 PC Harrison Fillery
Patroller of the Year – Amanda Soper
Annual IRB Award – Brad Lilly
Most Promising Senior Competitor – Chad Poland
Excellent Achievement in Surf Sports – Chad Poland

Two National Service Awards were also awarded to Grant Walsh and Pete Heald.

Grant joined Nowra-Culburra SLSC from North Bondi after moving his

family to the South Coast. Grant’s family are all actively involved in

Club activities and they can often be seen ocean swimming together

in front of the Club.

Pete joined Nowra-Culburra SLSC as a nipper

parent and achieved his bronze medallion in

2007. He has served as the Club’s radio officer

for most of that time and is a highly regarded

member of Patrol One.

Congratulations Grant and Pete, your service to surf lifesaving and

several hundred voluntary patrol hours at the Nowra-Culburra SLSC

for over 15 years is greatly appreciated and your medals are well

deserved.

The Nowra-Culburra SLSC was founded in 1954 and later this year we will celebrate our 70th

anniversary. Founded in 1954 by Hal Leslie, we are a small country club with a rich history.



We will reach out to our 21 Life Members and their families and I hope to see many

members and past members at the event. My goal as president will be to ensure that we

are here for another 70 years.

Col Lawrence

President

Nowra – Culburra SLSC

Nowra-Culburra SLSC Founding Member

Hal Leslie

Nowra- Culburra SLSC Life Members

1 - Jack Heily (1967) 2 - Les Cooper 3 - Tom Looney

4 - John Bracher 5 - Keith Rosskelly 6 - Jim Stoneham

7 - Les Woolmer 8 - Ian Wallis 9 - Gary Hinkley

10 - Steve Jones (1992) 11 - Darryl Woolmer (1992) 12 - Roger Mearns

13 - Kevin Bowden 14 - Greg Strong 15 - Ron Letters (2005)

16 - Mark Higgison (2007) 17 - Col Pakes (2008) 18 - Lloyd Smith (2012)

19 - Pete Adlington (2015) 20 - Mitch Pakes (2023) 21 - Steve Richardson (2023)

Club Captain Report

The 23/24 patrolling season was once again a success thanks to the commitment of our

active patrol members and the eight dedicated patrol captains. Our active members

executed the patrolling season with professionalism and enthusiasm, ensuring we upheld

our life saving agreement by providing all the necessary awards on the beach for each and

every patrol. This was made possible thanks to the direction and management provided by

the committee; the parents who drop their children off to patrol, the associate members

who help operate the canteen, the Nippers program which shapes children to become

future life savers. All members of the Nowra Culburra Life Saving Club, whether directly or

indirectly support us to successfully engage in our core business, that is, provide beach

patrols and life saving services.

The patrolling season commenced on the 23rd September with patrol days divided amongst

eight patrols. This season saw Harrison Fillery and Jonathan Walsh accept Patrol Captain

duties for the first time. Both made a tremendous effort, Jonathan overcome member

shortages with early and clear communication and Harrison’s diligence on patrol saw their

patrol make ‘Patrol of the Year’.

A Bronze Medallion / Surf Rescue Certificate (SRC) course was held in November which

graduated 8 Bronze members and 3 SRC, supplementing the existing patrol roster. It was

pleasing to see so many of the new members attend every one of their patrols. Throughout



the season the surf club conducted five rescues, down from last season's nine rescues. All

rescues conducted between or near the flags had successful outcomes, with one person

unfortunately drowning at Lake Woolumboola on Christmas Eve. The members on Patrol 5

that day were methodical and quick in their actions and provided CPR until paramedics

arrived. Critical incidents like these can be extremely confronting and as individuals we all

react in different ways. Remember that the SLSNSW Member Welfare Team provides welfare

checks and optional ongoing support to all members affected by critical incident stress. 14

First Aid cases were completed, primarily consisting of marine stings, cuts/abrasions and a

spinal incident. Throughout the season the patrol teams conducted 385 preventative

actions. Approximately 80% of these were advising or warning beach users and swimmers of

possible risks. Please continue to engage with the public on patrol as it builds rapport with

the community and saves lives!

The season concluded on the 28th April

with the annual end of season Presentation

Night occurring on the 4th of May at the

Culburra Beach Bowlo. It was a fantastic

evening, celebrating several achievements

and building friendships. I would like to say

a big thank you to this year’s patrol

captains. The work you do and the effort

you put in ensures patrols are rescue ready.

Patrol 1: Ron Letter

Patrol 2: Luke Elder

Patrol 3: Jonathan Walsh

Patrol 4: Steve Richardson

Patrol 5: Harrison Fillery

Patrol 6: Andrew Fenech

Patrol 7: Ronnie Denovan

Patrol 8: Brad Lilly

The total member combined volunteer patrol hours committed to the club this season was

an astonishing 2,408 hours, an increase of 600 hours over last season! Shoutout to those

members who contributed over 50 volunteer patrol hours at Warrain beach this season.

Klara Barak: 51

Glenn Hair: 51

Jonathan Walsh: 52

Steve Richardson: 64

Amanda Soper: 70.5

Andrew Fenech: 79

Joshua Chambers: 83

Simon Fillery: 102.5

Ronnie Denovan: 115.5

Isaac Sleath: 140

Josh Chambers

Club Captain



Treasurers Report
 
The club finances have continued in the 2023 / 2024 season to be reasonably strong. BSEF
and CLEG Grants have assisted us to procure another Achilles IRB a new Side By Side ATV as
well as 2 new outboard motors. These were the significant purchases for the season.  Thanks
to Col Lawrence President for chasing down local grants that is assisting us in setting up solar
power and air conditioning for the club.

The club finances remaining healthy this year is a tribute to a few proactive committee
members chasing down donations and the amazing work done at the Tilbury swim / Hall
Hire and in the canteen each week at Nippers.

A thanks to Burra Beach Eats for their generous 50% discount to patrolling members lunches
which saves us a large amount on our weekly expenses.
 
The hall hire management has been assisted generously by president Col Lawrence and this
is a regular income source.  We thank a few regular companies that rent the hall for weekly
use for Yoga and Physie dancing as well.
 
The audited accounts will be emailed to the outgoing committee.
 
Brad Lilly
Treasurer

Trainers Report

This season saw the running of many courses by the branch which helped with getting our
members the right awards to patrol the beach. We also saw several members do their RWC
training to supplement this important requirement.

Only a single Bronze/SRC Course was run in the
first half of the season and this allowed another
8 Bronze and 3 SRC to complement our
patrolling numbers. I am always amazed at the
parents putting their hand up to participate and
often come to the course with trepidation and a
genuine fear their abilities in the surf may make
them not complete. I am always buoyed by the
fact they develop with the right training and
encouragement and ultimately become fantastic
members of our patrol teams.

We also got the opportunity to go and assess other clubs courses and see their students
perform. This is a healthy exercise to compare training methods and make sure we are all
aligned with our techniques and processes.



Simon Fillery and Joshua Chambers attended the multi agency Land Based Flood Rescue
Course held at South Coast Branch on the 23rd March. The course involved using land based
rescue techniques to save those in flood water. A practical component was completed at the
Huskisson Waterfront. Josh then proceeded to complete the In water Flood rescue training.
This consisted of a one day session at Windang SLSC, using the Lake Illawara entrance to
provide the training ground for swift water rescues. A two day session was then held at the
Penrith White Water Park where participants further developed their land based and in
water rescue techniques. Assessments included using jaws of life in swift water and rescuing
people from a car trapped in flood water! This program is continuing to be developed by
SLSNSW and more courses will become available next season for those interested.
 
Brad Lilly
Chief Training Officer

Equipment Officers Report

The 2023/2024 season was productive with very few

equipment failures reported due to patrolling members

looking after gear. The club took possession of a new side by

side (ATV) Can-Am in August 2023 with a considerable

discounted price due to the Can-Am Equipment Grant. The

side by side was subsequently rust proofed for added

protection against the harsh salt environment. Jan/Feb 2024

saw the club receive two IRB motors through the dollar for

dollar equipment grant.

We have ordered a new Achilles IRB hull, purchased with sponsorship money and should be

arriving any day now. The club has also received two patrol tents from Stronger the gym in

Nowra in lue of board hire the previous year.

Thanks to all patrolling members for a successful season and special thanks goes out to

Dylan and the Anderson family who donated two fibreglass racemals in December 2023.

Simon Fillery

Equipment Officer

Junior Activities Report

It is my pleasure to present our Junior Activity report for the 2023/2024 season.

As we continue to rebuild our nippers group post covid it was exciting to see our returning

families as well as some new families to the local area. This year saw our numbers grow to

over 40 registered nippers, a small improvement on the previous season.



This season saw the return to good weather. We

were able to run 80% of our planned nipper Sundays.

This saw us build good momentum and confidence

in our nippers not only on the beach but most

importantly in the water.

I want to thank the team of dedicated volunteers

who turned up every week to make sure nippers was

a success. Our wonderful canteen and BBQ helpers,

our Age Managers, water safety and patrol teams.

A special mention to Emma and Annett for all their work and dedication.

Thank you to our wonderful sponsors, in particular Ray White Culburra Beach who again this

year paid for our all-important water safety vests for all our nippers.

Let’s hope we can continue to build on our numbers and look forward to a successful

2024/2025 season.

Mitch Pakes

Junior Activities Co-ordinator

2023/2024 Season Nipper Awards

Perpetual Awards

President Award – Standout Nipper

Levi Marum

Harry Scouller Award – Most Promising Junior Competitor

Jack Webber

Age Champions

Under 8
Ari Sullivan
Hudson Knowles

Under 9
Zoe Marum
Ethan Adal

Under 10
Sophie Webber
Ollie Soper

Under 11
Aina Adal
Jack Webber

Under 12
Sophia Bagnall
Toby McColl

Under 13
Hallie Knowles
Thomas Webber

Under 14
Ellie Cooper
Oskar Driscoll



2024 Tilbury Classic Report

The 21st Tilbury Classic ocean swim was hosted by the

Nowra-Culburra SLSC on 30 March 2024. Easter Saturday

served up great conditions for the 2 km course with 177

competitors setting out from Ocean St Beach at 10am to

swim around the headland to the Nowra-Culburra SLSC on

Warrain Beach.

The winner, Mitch Green, completed the course in 25 minutes edging out the winner of the

previous two events, Bill Thorley. The challenge has been set for next year. The first female

across the line in ninth place overall was Aimee Turner.

Surf Club legend, Chad Poland, crossed the line in seventh

place, and Jenny Whitely again leading home the 60+ age

group in twentieth spot. A special mention to Jill Pettifer who

is the only swimmer to have completed all 21 Tilbury Classics.

All swimmers completed the course and afterwards enjoyed

the hospitality of the Surf Club on a picture perfect day. Full

results are available on the Tilbury Classic facebook page.

A very special mention to all of the Nowra-Culburra SLSC volunteers. Surf Club Captain Josh

Chambers said ‘The Tilbury Classic is an important fundraiser for the surf club and club

members enjoy supporting the event. We hope to see everyone back next year.’

All of the competitors enjoyed almost perfect ocean

swimming conditions and were appreciative of the welcoming

atmosphere with ocean swimming legend Lawrie Stubbs

commenting, ‘I make an effort to get to this event every year, I

get to swim around the headland and I feel very safe in doing

so. The water safety crew are very professional and they make

an effort to look after all of the swimmers, even those down

back. I’ll be back next year.’

A great community event hosted by the Nowra-Culburra SLSC.


