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Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club  Presidents Report 2021/2022  
 
 
 

   
2021/ 2022 brings to the end another challenging but successful season for the Nowra-
Culburra Surf Life Saving Club, and it is my privilege to deliver my presidents report.   
  
I am proud again to report again due to the dedication and hard work of all my members we 
can again boast no lives lost during patrol hours on our patrolled beach.  
  
The 2021/2022 season saw many challenges including working with COVID. We also saw 
many achievements for our club.  
  
  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank and congratulate club captain Mr Brad Lilly. 
Brad has been a member of the club for many years and has taken on the role as club 
captain.  
Brad along with his dedicated patrol captains and patrol members patrolled all season with 
no major incidents. The 2021/2022 Christmas period saw extremely good weather for most 
of the holiday period. This increased numbers not only on our beach but also on the other 
beaches in Culburra.  
  
Thanks to our IRB and Equipment officers Colin Pakes, Simon Fillery and Adam  
Cook for your never-ending work to make sure our fleet of IRB’s, ATV’s and all of our 
equipment is in the very best condition. You all continue to save the club thousands of 
dollars throughout the years in maintenance costs. This season saw the club replace one of 
our IRB’s, ATV and other vital rescue equipment. I am sure all our members will enjoy our 
new equipment, and I know Colin, Simon and Adam will take great care of it for seasons to 
come.  
  
I would like to thank and congratulate Dylan Anderson our Junior Chair Person this season, 
Dylan has done a wonderful job this year and we appreciate her dedication and 
commitment. I would also like to thank Dylan’s committee and all her helpers for their 
wonderful work each Sunday to ensure the success of our nipper program. This year saw 
our nipper numbers around 150, Dylan and his team met the challenge with ease and this 
is a credit to them and our club.  
  
Nowra - Culburra was well represented in surf sports this season, the club had members 
attend South Coast Branch Championships, Sydney Water and NSW Country 
Championships. I would like to congratulate all members who represented our club at 
these events.  
  



This season we saw a large number of patrolling member’s upskilling their knowledge and 
qualifications, thanks to the Club Trainers Peter Adlington and brad Lilly; it is great that our 
club could welcome new SRC and Bronze members this past season.  
  
Our Club hosted yet another successful Ocean Swim this season, The Tilbury Classic.  This 
swim is a great fundraiser for our club and not only has it become a successful community 
event it has also brought in many tourists to Culburra Beach participating in the televised 
swim. The success of this swim is a credit to our club and would not happen without our 
swim coordinator Colin Lawrence and his team that helped organise and run the swim. 
Thank you to all involved behind the scenes to ensure its great success each year.  
  
A huge thank you to our Club sponsors, we cannot thank you enough for your support, 
without it, we could not maintain our high standard of rescue equipment. On behalf of all 
club members, thank you, IT Basecamp, Culburra Sports and Social Club, Culburra and 
Districts Community Health Service, Holiday Haven Tourist Parks, Shoalhaven City Council 
and Surf Life Saving NSW.  
A special thanks to Julie and the team at Ray White Culburra Beach / Ray White South 
Coast for their continuing sponsorship to our club. Ray White signed on for a three-year 
contract to sponsor our Nipper program each season donating up to $3,000 worth of 
equipment. This season Ray White ensured our Nippers were safe by funding our Hi Vis 
Vests and made our club visible throughout NSW by sponsoring our competition jerseys.  
  
I would like to thank and congratulate my hard-working and dedicated management 
committee for all their work and support to me throughout the season.  
While all committee members have contributed to our club, there a few members I would 
like to thank personally for the hours they put in,  
  
At the Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club we always work together to achieve the best 
outcome for our community.  
  
My goal as president is to ensure that our great club continues to grow and move forward.   
  
Our Club over the coming year must focus on rebuilding our membership base and 
sponsorship after the devastating effect of COVID.   
  
I am still very excited about the 2022/2023 season and will meet all the challenges we 
encounter like all other clubs.  
 
In 2014 I was humbled to be elected as the president of our great club, taking over from 
stalwart Roger Mearns.   
 
 
 
  
  
Over my Eight (8) years as president I am very proud of our many achievements.  



  
• Multimillion Dollar upgrade to our club house  
• New sponsorship deals  
• Establish South Coast Support Ski located at our Beach  
• Countless lives saved on our beach and through our emergency call out team.  

  
Due to significant changes in my work including more travel I have made to decision to 
stand down as president at our upcoming AGM.  
  
While I will no longer sit as an executive committee of the club I still intend to be heavily 
involved with our club and surf lifesaving.  
  
With my young family starting nippers in the coming years, I hope to re-join the committee 
at a later stage.  
  
Thank you to the many people who have supported me in the role over the last 8 years and 
I wish the new president and incoming committee all the success.  
  
For the last time,  
       
Yours in Surf Life Saving,   
  
  
Mitchell Pakes   
President   
Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club  
  



 

 
Treasurers Report 
 
The club did not have an incumbent treasurer so the role was filled by Brad Lilly – Club 
Captain in conjunction with Clifton Accountants who charge as a weekly fee of $100 to 
perform bank reconciliations and quarterly business activity statements. 
 
The club was fortunate enough for receive several grants and sponsorships this season 
including $15000 for equipment. This enabled us to complete paying for a new Thundercat 
IRB and pickup a new ATV at half price through the dollar for dollar scheme.. We also 
invested in 6 new Patrol rescue boards and the same in long soft racing boards. 
 
Overall, the use of an external source has been working well however I feel we should look 
to get a full time bookkeeper and have the committee oversee the treasurer role if no-one 
in the club wishes to take on this role. 
 
The audited accounts have been emailed to the outgoing committee. 
 
Brad Lilly 
Acting Club Treasurer. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Club Captains Report. 
 
The patrolling season this year again was a difficult one. With departure of several members 
due to health concerns and work commitments we often saw make patrols occurring form 
key members to fulfil our patrol obligations. A thanks goes to members like Mat Lock, Ron 
Denovan, Col Lawrence, Andy Fenech, Simon and Harrison Fillery and others who assisted 
with make up Patrols. 
 
The latter half of the season saw our call out team being busy several times with larges seas 
and flood conditions. Several rescues occurred and thanks go to the Pakes family who 
performed incredible lifesaving in dangerous seas along with ALS lifeguards near 
Crookhaven. 
 
Several members participated in a joint effort with other South Coast clubs when flood 
water threatened to endanger Sussex inlet residents.  Its been noted that hard bottom IRBs 
which are now difficult to acquire come into their own as flood rescue boats.  
 
Our club is in a rebuild phase at present with low senior membership and as such we have 
reached out to branch delegates to look at the 22/23 patrol service agreement. Our aim is 
to get a reduction in patrolling hours whilst we bolster senior memberships again. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their volunteer efforts 
 
Brad Lilly  
Club Captain 
 
 

Trainers Report. 
 
This year saw the running of 2 Bronze / SRC courses. The first course had 3 Bronze and 15 
SRC 
 
The latter half of the season saw six members attempt what we advertised as a super 
course. This was to take 10 weeks with members gaining a Bronze / IRB crew / Silver 
Medallion Beach Management and ART / First Aid. The members achieved the Bronze and 
IRB Crew and 2 members old enough also achieved Silver Medallion Beach management 
however due to access to qualified assessors the ART and First Aid will occur in October this 
year. 
 
The weather wasn’t kind to us with several weekends cancelled due to water quality. The 
format was to spend 2 days a week and 1 hour on zoom a week doing theory. We found this 
worked very well with member getting to the club and doing practical. 



We aim to build on the new training this season and attempt to bolster senior memberships 
moving forward. 
 
Keeping up-to-date with awards and ongoing training is a key aspect of a successful 
club. Members are encouraged to keep their qualifications current and to undertake 
further training where needed. This is beneficial for the Club and for the members, as 
many of the qualifications gained in Surf Life Saving can carry over into the 
workforce and help employability. 
 
Brad Lilly 
Club Trainer. 
 
 

JAC Report 
 
The 2021/2022 Nippers Season saw a big influx of new junior members to the club. 
Unfortunately, Nippers was disrupted by swell, weather and overall water quality due to 
floods. This saw the cancellation of many weekends and a decline in overall attendance. We 
had a number of Nippers attend the Junior Branch Carnival attended by clubs in the South 
Coast Branch. These were Thomas, Jack and Sophie Webber, Dean Osgood and Luka 
Cardow. Congratulations to these competitors that gave their all in very challenging 
conditions.  
 
We saw a big improvement in the early age groups of Nippers, gaining surf skills and 
knowledge that they will continue to apply throughout their nippers journey. Similarly, we 
saw those consistent in their attendance show a big increase in confidence in the upper age 
groups, applying learnt skills to challenging conditions throughout the season.  
 
As we move forward in the future, we hope to include a number of initiatives for the kids to 
get involved with and encourage more parents to get involved on the beach. I look forward 
to working with everyone again next season.  
 
Dylan Anderson 

 

Tilbury Classic 
 
The 2022 Tilbury Classic was hosted by the Nowra-Culburra SLSC on 16 April 2022.  Easter 
Saturday served up perfect conditions for the 2 km course with 89 competitors setting out 
from Ocean St Beach at 10am to swim clockwise around the headland.  All swimmers 
completed and afterwards enjoyed the hospitality of the Nowra-Culburra Surf Life Saving 
Club. 
  



 
  
The winner, Bill Thorley, completed the course in just under 27 minutes, an outstanding 
result. The Olympic rings tattoo on Bill’s arm gives away how good he is in open water 
events.  Surf Club member, Harrison Fillery cross the line in a very credible time of 40 
minutes, an excellent result for a young competitor. Full results are available on 
the Tilbury Classic facebook page. 
  
 

 
  
A very special mention to all of the Nowra-Culburra SLSC volunteers. Race Referee Ron 
Letters said ‘The Tilbury Classic puts our club on the map. It only happens with the full 
support of the volunteers, and is our most significant fund raising event. I really enjoy seeing 
the swimmers hit the beach with big smiles on their faces.’ 



  
 
    
All of the competitors were very excited to be back in the water again after many ocean 
swim cancellations in 2021, and were appreciative of the welcoming atmosphere. Ocean 
swimming legend Lawrence Stubbs said, ‘I really enjoy this event, the course is challenging 
enough for those who race to win, and the surf club makes a real effort to welcome 
everyone. There’s a sense of achievement that everyone finishes. I’ll be back.’ 

 

A great community event hosted by the Nowra-Culburra Surf Life Saving Club. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


