
Annual Report for
Nowra Culburra SLSC

2020/2021

NOWRA CULBURRA SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB INC



Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club Annual Report
2020/21

Committee Positions 2020/21 Season

PRESIDENT Mitchell Pakes

VICE PRESIDENT Vacant

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION Peter Adlington

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE James Hooke / Brad Lilly

DIRECTOR of SURF LIFE SAVING Brad Lilly

VICE CLUB CAPTAIN Mat Lock

JUNIOR CLUB CAPTAIN Harrison Fillery

POWER CRAFT CAPTAIN Adam Cook

VICE POWER BOAT CAPTAIN Colin Pakes

GEAR AND EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR Simon Fillery

CHIEF TRAINING OFFICER Peter Adlington

EMERGENCY CALL OUT OFFICER Mitchell Pakes

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES CHAIRPERSON Shellee Cook

VICE JUNIOR ACTIVITIES CHAIRPERSON Dylan Anderson

REGISTRAR SENIOR James Hooke

REGISTRAR JUNIOR James Hooke

RADIO OFFICER Peter Heald

FIRST AID OFFICER Neridah Lock

PUBLICITY OFFICER Brad Lilly

SAFETY OFFICER Ron Denovan

PUBLIC OFFICER Peter Adlington
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Club Sponsors 2020/21

Local Club Sponsors
Shoalhaven City Council – financial support and building maintenance
Holiday Haven Tourist Parks – Financial support
Ray White South Coast – nipper sponsorship and hall management
IT Base Camp – IT support and sponsorship
The BayGames - Financial and Equipment Support
Culburra Beach Bowling and Recreation Club – financial support
Culburra and Districts Community Health Service – financial support
Lions Club of Bomaderry – financial support
Kel Campbell Pty Limited – fuel support and sponsorship
Crookhaven Mechanical Repairs – maintenance support on ATV’S
Shoalhaven Water – financial support

National and State Sponsors

New South Wales Government – Community Building Partnership
The Australian Government – Beach Safety Equipment Fund
Surf Life Saving NSW – financial support
DHL – uniform sponsorship
Westpac – Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service
BRP – ATV sponsorship – Powercraft Equipment Grant
Envirobank – Country Championships Sponsor
Your Local Club – Country Championship Sponsor
Clubs NSW – Club Grants
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President’s Report

At the end of the 2020/2021 season, I am again proud to deliver my president’s
report and to report another safe and incident-free season.
The 2020/2021 season saw one of the most changing years in the club’s history as
we negotiated through the COVID 19 pandemic.

I would like to thank and congratulate my hard-working and dedicated management
committee for all their work and support to me throughout the season.
While all committee members have contributed to our club, there a few members I
would like to thank personally for the hours they put in.

Thank you to Director of Administration Peter Adlington, Director of Finance Brad
Lilly and Junior Activities Chairperson team Shellee Cook and Dylan Anderson.
As always, our patrol teams have done a wonderful job at keeping our beaches safe,
thanks to our Director of Life Saving Brad Lilly, his patrol captains and all
patrolling members for their tireless work throughout the patrol season.

This season we saw a large number of patrolling members upskilling their
knowledge and qualifications, thanks to the Club trainers Peter Adlington, Colin
Pakes, Ron Letters and Shellee Cook; it is great that our club could welcome new
SRC and Bronze members this past season.

Thanks to our IRB and equipment officers Colin Pakes, Joshua Pakes Simon Fillery
and Adam Cook for your never-ending work to make sure our fleet of IRBs, ATVs
and all of our equipment is in the very best condition. You all continue to save the
club thousands of dollars throughout the years in maintenance costs. This season
saw the club replace one of our IRB motors along with other vital rescue equipment.
I am sure all our members will enjoy our new equipment, and I know Colin, Simon
and Adam will take great care of it for seasons to come.

I would like to thank and congratulate Shellee Cook for her commitment in the role of
Junior Activities Chairperson this season. The 2020/2021 season saw a very
different nippers program with significantly reduced numbers due to the COVID 19
pandemic. Thanks to Shellee and her team who worked through very difficult times
to deliver our nippers program.

Despite COVID, our Club hosted yet another successful Ocean Swim this season,
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the Tilbury Classic. This swim is a great fundraiser for our club and not only has it
become a successful community event it has also brought in many tourists to
Culburra Beach, participating in the televised swim. The success of this swim is a
credit to our club and would not happen without our swim coordinator Colin
Lawrence and his team that helped organise and run the swim. Thank you to all
involved behind the scenes to ensure its great success each year.

A huge thank you to our Club sponsors, we cannot thank you enough for your
support. Without it, we could not maintain our high standard of rescue equipment.

On behalf of all club members, thank you to Ray White Culburra Beach, The Bay
Games, IT Basecamp, Culburra Beach Bowling Club, Culburra and Districts
Community Health Service, Holiday Haven Tourist Parks, Shoalhaven City Council
and Surf Life Saving NSW.

A special thanks to Julie Gauci and the team at Ray White Culburra Beach / Ray
White South Coast for their continuing sponsorship to our club. Ray White signed on
for a three-year contract to sponsor our Nipper program each season donating up to
$3,000 worth of equipment. This season Ray White ensured our Nippers were safe
by funding our Hi Vis Vests and made our club visible throughout NSW by
sponsoring our competition jerseys.

As we all work together to ensure we have a COVID safe 2021/2022 season, we
must look at ways to evolve our fundraising activities, smaller patrolling teams and a
robust nippers program to ensure we continue to provide safer beaches.

At the Nowra–Culburra Surf Life Saving Club we always work together to achieve
the best outcome for our community. Being part of the Nowra-Culburra Surf Life
Saving Club is in my blood; my family has been a part of the club for over 50 years.
My goal as president is to ensure that our great club is always going forward and will
still be around in another 50 years so my kids and their kids can enjoy what is now a
way of life for most Australians “The Beach”.

Yours in Surf Life Saving,
Mitchell Pakes
President
Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club.
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DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REPORT

The club has been fortunate through these tough times to rely on many great
sponsors for grants and funding moving forward. Our club president is always out
patrolling the streets for our next new sponsor.

This year saw us take on a book keeper to assist with the finance role. Clifton
Accountants engaged with us to make sure the Xero account system was reconciled
and business activity statements were submitted on time and accurate. Thanks to
Adam Ison for his continued support in this role.This has greatly assisted the club to
keep our finances in order.

Capital purchases with the assistance of the Beach Safety Equipment Fund and
CLEG grants allowed us to place a deposit on another Thundercat IRB this season
due to be delivered in November 2021.  We also had good success with hall hire and
have appreciated the assistance of Julie Gauci at Ray White Culburra who with her
team tirelessly maintain hall booking as part of their sponsorship to the club. I would
also like to thank our auditors Morton and Cord and specifically Alan for their
assistance in preparing our audited accounts every year.

Brad Lilly
Assistant /Acting Director of Finance.
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DIRECTOR OF LIFE SAVING REPORT.

The 2020/21 season was a success for our patrol teams. I would like to thank all of
our patrol members for their commitment to showing up and patrolling in difficult
times with the ever present threat of the “C” word. We managed to maintain 8 patrols
which means a 1 month rotation from September through April for our members

Notable mentions go to all of our Patrol Captains, Ron Letters, Trent DeWit, Dylan
Anderson, Steve Ricahrdson, Mitchell Pakes, Peter Adlington, Ron Denovan and
Chad Poland. They maintain great communication and commitment with myself and
the rest of the committee fulfilling our most important role of keeping our beach safe.

For the past two years we have had extended capabilities with a branch funded
Jetski available at the club. This season saw an incredible callout rescue by Josh
and Col Pakes. Two members of the public had run into difficulty at Currarong on
inflatable SUPs and called 000. Josh and Col happened to be in Culburra and were
able to launch from Warrain beach and begin a search within 20 mins. The wind was
from the south and conditions were miserable. With the assistance of the Toll rescue
helicopter they were found approximately 2kms out to sea and very distraught. Josh
returned them to Warrain Beach on the Jetski. Their SUPs were abandoned and one
later turned up on a Wollongong Beach. The rescue was certainly an incredible feat
of bravery and commitment to our cause. Thanks to the Pakes family for their
continual dedication.

I would like to make mention of Mat and Neridah Lock who through sponsorship from
their business The Bay Games supplied us with new Patrol tents this season. We
are pretty brutal with this type of equipment and it lasts only a few years in the salt
and sand. New “easy to erect” tents with club logos and plenty of shade alway make
a difference!

This year also saw a new Patrol Service agreement signed. Subtle changes in hours
over the April Easter period sees us patrolling till 3pm to cater for Easter holiday
makers. This will last for the next 3 years

This season we also started to replace our fleet of IRBs with the new Thundercat
boats. These boats seem to have an edge on the hard tail boats in agility and
responsiveness and are appreciated in rough conditions by our IRB drivers. They are
a great addition to our patrolling capabilities.
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Special mention and thanks go to Simon Fillery, Adam Cook and the Pakes family for
their tireless work in keeping our equipment maintained and functioning throughout
the season.

This season also saw two successful Bronze / SRC courses run by the training team
to introduce new members to our Patrol teams.

Lastly I would like to thank the dedication of Ron Denovan and Peter Adlington who
often will just turn up on Saturdays and Sundays to assist Patrols. Both members
had over 60 hours of Patrolling in the 2020/21 season. It's certainly appreciated.

Brad Lilly
Director of Lifesaving
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CHIEF TRAINER REPORT

Chief Trainer and Facilitator: Peter Adlington
Bronze Medallion/SRC Trainers: Shellee Cook, Ron Letters, Andrew Ling, Brad
Lilly and Peter Adlington
IRB Trainers: Colin Pakes, Ron Letters, Simon Fillery, Adam Cook and Peter
Adlington
ARTC Trainers: Peter Adlington, Stephen Townsend and Ron Letters
Assessors: Ron Letters, Col Pakes and Peter Adlington

The early season Bronze and SRC squads saw 12 bronze medallion and 16 Surf
Rescue Certificate candidates brave the cold water, with all being successful in
gaining their awards.

The squad started at the same time as nippers commenced with most of the
assessments completed prior to Christmas. This was the first squad to go through
with the revised program, which uses online resources rather than the old hardcopy
manuals and workbooks.

Most candidates found the new method worthwhile. The new program also allows for
the SRC qualification to be updated to the bronze medallion in a shorter time frame.

Training continues for several IRB crew and drivers who will hopefully be qualified
early in the 2021/22 season. I would like to thank all those who have been involved
in training this season. Our Club is fortunate enough to have many dedicated and
excellent trainers to keep members trained and up-to-date with their qualifications.
Training is a rewarding way to contribute to the club and essential to keep new
members coming through. Anybody who wishes to be involved in training is
encouraged to speak with me.

Keeping up-to-date with awards and ongoing training is a key aspect of a successful
club. Members are encouraged to keep their qualifications current and to undertake
further training where needed. This is beneficial for the Club and for the members, as
many of the qualifications gained in Surf Life Saving can carry over into the
workforce and help employability.

There has been increasing use of the online education portal, with most of the
courses now having the theory component available in the portal. This will be even
more important in the new season, with the Bronze and SRC courses both being
restructured, and all course resources now online.
Congratulations to all successful candidates and thank you to all members involved
in training.

Peter Adlington
Chief Training Officer
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Tilbury Swim 2021 Report

The 2021 Tilbury Classic was hosted by the Nowra-Culburra SLSC on 03 April
2021.  Easter Saturday served up perfect conditions for the 2 km course with
137 competitors setting out from Ocean St Beach at 10am to swim clockwise
around the headland.  All swimmers completed and afterwards enjoyed the
hospitality of the Nowra-Culburra Surf Life Saving Club.

The winner, Carl Sorenson, completed the course in 27 minutes, an
outstanding result. The first Surf Club member across the line was Chad
Poland in ninth place in a time of 31 minutes. Full results are available on
the Tilbury Classic facebook page.

A very special mention to all of the Nowra-Culburra SLSC volunteers. Club
Captain Brad Lilly said “We are very proud of the Tilbury Classic, it only
happens with the full support of the surf club volunteers. The registration
desks, course layout, race timing, rescue boat crews, water safety, first
aid support and canteen are all operated by surf club members. The event
showcases the people behind the club.”

All of the competitors were very excited to be back in the water again after
the event was cancelled in 2020, and were appreciative of the welcoming
atmosphere. Local ocean swimmer Pete Heald said, “It's great to see the
Tilbury Classic return after the cancellation last year, it is an iconic
ocean swim. I am now inspired to do some winter training, I'll be back.”

A great community event hosted by the Nowra-Culburra Surf Life Saving Club.

Col Lawrence
Tilbury Swim Event Organiser
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