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Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club  
Club Sponsors 2018/2019 

 
 
 
 

Local Club Sponsors 
 

Surf Life Saving NSW – Financial Support  
Ray White – Nipper Sponsor   
IT Base Camp – IT Support and Sponsorship 
Culburra Beach Bowling and Recreation Club – financial Support 
Culburra and Districts Community Health Service – financial Support 
Lions Club of Bomaderry – financial Support  
Kel Campbell Pty Limited – fuel support and Sponsorship 
The Veolia Mulwaree Trust – Financial support 
Crookhaven Mechanical Repairs – Maintenance Support on ATV’S  
Shoalhaven Water – Financial Support 
Shoalhaven City Council – Financial Support and Building Maintenance 
Holiday Haven Tourist Parks – Financial Support 
 

National and State Sponsors 
 

DHL – Uniform Sponsorship  
Westpac – Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service 
BRP – ATV Sponsorship 
Envirobank – Country Championships Sponsor  
Your Local Club – Country Championship Sponsor 
Clubs NSW – Club Grants 
Holden – National Sponsor  
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Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club  
Presidents Report 2018/2019 

 
 

2018 / 2019 brings to the end another very successful season for the Nowra-
Culburra Surf Life Saving Club, and it is my privilege to deliver my presidents report.  
 
I am proud again to report again due to the dedication and hard work of all my 
members we can again boast no lives lost during patrol hours on our patrolled 
beach. 
 
The 2018 / 2019 season saw many challenges but also saw many achievements for 
our club. 
 
The Nowra-Culburra Surf Life Saving Club hosted a visit form the NSW Premier Ms 
Gladys Berejiklian and our state member Mrs Shelley Hancock to our application in 
the Community building partnership Grants was successful and The Club received 
the full amount applied for of 148K. 
This will allow the final stage of the club renovations to commence including new first 
aid room, new training room, new canteen and new toilets, showers and change 
rooms.  
With the final stage of works now being undertaken this will end an 8-year project 
and over 800K of investment form all levels of government; Shoalhaven City Council, 
State government and federal government. 
I would like to pay special mention to Mrs Shelley Hancock for her continued support 
to our club and her drive to see the building works complete, Mr Peter Adlington for 
his commitment to many grant applications over the last 8 years and Treasurer Mr 
Rod Sleeth who prepared the community building partnership grant application on 
behalf of the club. 
 
In late 2018, it was announced that through a new funding arrangement with Surf 
Life Saving NSW the Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club would take delivery of 
a new RWC and establish the new South Coast Support 3. The club welcomed this 
service as it increased our capability to respond to incidents covering from Seven 
Mile Beach to the North and Jervis Bay to the South. 
Members Peter Adlington, Brad Lilly, Colin Pakes, Joshua Pakes, Adam Cook and 
Mitchell Pakes travelled to Mollymook for 8 weekends straight over December and 
January to undertake the RWC training. 
I would like to thank the South Coast Branch for their support throughout the process 
of setting up South Coast Support Ski 3. 
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Unfortunately, in March this year the clubhouse was subject to a break and enter 
with approximately 30K worth of equipment stolen. It was a stressful and 
disappointing time for the club, luckily the ATV that was stolen was recovered two 
days later, dumped in local bush land with very little damage. The clubs total loss 
form the break in was approximately 7 thousand dollars.      
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank and congratulate our new club captain 
Mr Brad Lilly. Brad has been a member of the club for many years and has taken on 
the role as club captain. 
Brad alone with his dedicated patrol captains and patrol members patrolled all 
season with no major incidents. The 2018/2019 Christmas period saw extremely 
good weather for most of the holiday period. This increased numbers not only on our 
beach but also on the other beaches in Culburra. 
 
Thanks to our IRB and Equipment officers Colin Pakes, Simon Fillery and Adam 
Cook for your never-ending work to make sure our fleet of IRB’s, ATV’s and all of our 
equipment is in the very best condition. You all continue to save the club thousands 
of dollars throughout the years in maintenance costs. This season saw the club 
replace one of our IRB’s, ATV and other vital rescue equipment. I am sure all our 
members will enjoy our new equipment, and I know Colin, Simon and Adam will take 
great care of it for seasons to come. 
 
I would like to thank and congratulate Shellee Cook our Junior Chair Person this 
season, Shellee has done a wonderful job this year and we appreciate her 
dedication and commitment. I would also like to thank Shellee’s committee and all 
her helpers for their wonderful work each Sunday to ensure the success of our 
nipper program. This year saw our nipper numbers around 150, Shellee and her 
team met the challenge with ease and this is a credit to them and our club. 
 
Nowra - Culburra was well represented in surf sports this season, the club had 
members attend South Coast Branch Championships, Sydney Water and NSW 
Country Championships. I would like to congratulate all members who represented 
our club at these events. 
 
This season we saw a large number of patrolling member’s upskilling their 
knowledge and qualifications, thanks to the Club Trainers Gaye and Peter Adlington, 
Colin Pakes, Ron Letters and Shellee Cook; it is great that our club could welcome 
new SRC and Bronze members this past season. 
 
Our Club hosted yet another successful Ocean Swim this season, The Tilbury 
Classic.  This swim is a great fundraiser for our club and not only has it become a 
successful community event it has also brought in many tourists to Culburra Beach 
participating in the televised swim. The success of this swim is a credit to our club 
and would not happen without our swim coordinator Colin Lawrence and his team 
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that helped organise and run the swim. Thank you to all involved behind the scenes 
to ensure its great success each year. 
 
A huge thank you to our Club sponsors, we cannot thank you enough for your 
support, without it, we could not maintain our high standard of rescue equipment. On 
behalf of all club members, thank you, IT Basecamp, Culburra Sports and Social 
Club, Culburra and Districts Community Health Service, Holiday Haven Tourist 
Parks, Shoalhaven City Council and Surf Life Saving NSW. 
A special thanks to Julie and the team at Ray White Culburra Beach / Ray White 
South Coast for their continuing sponsorship to our club. Ray White signed on for a 
three-year contract to sponsor our Nipper program each season donating up to 
$3,000 worth of equipment. This season Ray White ensured our Nippers were safe 
by funding our Hi Vis Vests and made our club visible throughout NSW by 
sponsoring our competition jerseys. 
 
I would like to thank and congratulate my hard-working and dedicated management 
committee for all their work and support to me throughout the season. 
While all committee members have contributed to our club, there a few members I 
would like to thank personally for the hours they put in, 
Thank you to Director of Life Saving Brad Lilly, Director of Finance Rod Sleath, 
Director of Administration Emma Pakes, Chief Trainer Peter Adlington and Junior 
Chair Person Shellee Cook.  
 
At the Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club we always work together to achieve 
the best outcome for our community. 
 
My goal as president is to ensure that our great club continues to grow and move 
forward.  
While we have enjoyed over the last five years growth to membership and sponsors I 
believe we now are entering a period of uncertainty. With the current financial 
outlook, it is harder and harder for local businesses to continue to support us. This 
means our money must now go further and we must focus on our core duty, 
lifesaving. 
I am also concerned that like all volunteer organisations we are seeing less and less 
community members willing to put their hands up and join us. 
 
I am still very excited about the 2019/2020 season and will meet all the challenges 
we encounter like all other clubs          
 
Yours in Surf Life Saving,  
 
Mitchell Pakes  
President  
Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club 
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Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club  
Club Captains Report 2018/2019 

 
 
 
Firstly, I’d like to congratulate and thank all our members who volunteered their time 
throughout the 2017-18 season to keep the best beach in Australia the safest. Our 
members patrolled every Saturday, Sunday and Public Holiday, from the start of the 
September holidays until the end of April. 
 
Official records show that during season 2017/18, members patrolled for 72 days, 
being every Saturday, Sunday and Public Holiday from the start of the September 
school holidays to the end of the April School Holidays, providing over 4,000 
volunteer hours. In that time there were numerous rescues, preventative actions, first 
aid treatments and searches. The benefits of providing a safe environment to local 
and visiting beachgoers can’t be measured by statistics, and I greatly appreciate all 
your effort, as I’m sure the wider community does.  
 
Thanks to the eight patrol captains who ably led their patrol teams this season, as 
most have now done for many seasons. Their commitment and professionalism 
makes the job of Club Captain a whole lot easier.  
 
Our number of patrolling members was fairly similar to last year, and we’ve been 
fortunate to have some new members transfer to our club having relocated to the 
area. We have had several members come through and do their Bronze Medallion 
(twelve people) and Surf Rescue Certificate (seventeen people), meaning we have 
been able to maintain the eight patrols that have been in place for several years 
now.   
 
I would like to especially thank those members who committed to undertaking further 
training in Advanced Resuscitation Techniques, IRB driver and Crew, and Beach 
Management. This has been a great help with each patrol requiring a member with 
these qualifications, and I’d like to encourage all patrolling members to undertake 
additional awards if possible. 
 
We are fortunate to have a great blend of youth and experience in our patrols, 
providing a balance of wise heads and physical ability. A seemingly continuous 
stream of new patrolling members come from our Nippers program; testament to the 
fantastic job being done in the junior activities part of the club. Not only do we see 
the under 13s and 14s move straight into the Surf Rescue Certificate and active 
patrols, and then on to their Bronze Medallion, we also have many of the Nipper 
parents doing their Bronze Medallion. There are very few patrolling members who 
didn’t start as either a nipper or nipper parent. Over the last dozen or so years this 
has been the backbone of the club, and it is vitally important the club continues in 
this integrated way.  
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We have had a terrific training team this year, who all not only patrol, but contribute 
considerable extra time in making new lifesavers. Each bronze and SRC squad 
takes 12 to 14 sessions, so a big thank you to the training team of Shellee Cook, 
Gaye Adlington, Ron Letters, Col Pakes and Brad Lilly. It’s also great to see new 
people willing to get involved with training, with Adam Cook and Simon Fillery doing 
their training officer awards, looking to take on the vital IRB training. 
 
It is vital that our lifesaving equipment is kept in top condition and I thank Gear 
Steward Simon Fillery for his work this season. Over the last few years Simon has 
virtually rebuilt our equipment storage area and has done a tremendous job 
maintaining the gear, particularly the rescue boards. (The Nippers board trailer is an 
amazing bit of kit!). Similarly, IRB Captain Josh Pakes and his deputies Col Pakes 
and Adam Cook have maintained our fleet of boats and motors, as well as leading 
up our callout team. Thank you both. 
 
I’d like to also thank the members who volunteered to patrol on Christmas Day and 
Anzac Day. It’s a big ask to commit to these days over and above your rostered 
patrols, and your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
Well done everyone - I hope to see you all again in 2019/20 
 
 
Brad Lilly 
Club Captain. 
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Nowra – Culburra Surf Life Saving Club  
Club Trainers Report 2018/2019 

 
 

Chief Trainer and Facilitator: Peter Adlington 
Bronze Medallion/SRC Trainers: Gaye Adlington, Shellee Cook, Colin Pakes, Ron 

Letters, Andrew Ling, Brad Lilly and Peter Adlington 
IRB Trainers: Colin Pakes, Ron Letters, Simon Fillery, Adam Cook, Brad 

Wheeler and Peter Adlington 
ARTC Trainers: Peter Adlington, Stephen Townsend and Ron Letters 

Assessors: Gaye Adlington, Ron Letters, Col Pakes and Peter Adlington 
 
 
 
Training is an important and ongoing aspect of Nowra-Culburra SLSC and has been 
undertaken with dedication and enthusiasm by the trainers this season. During the 
2018-2019 season there were two Bronze Medallion/SRC Squads, resulting in 
twelve members successfully completing their Bronze Medallion (Certificate II in 
Public Safety) and seventeen people completing their Surf Rescue Certificate. 
 
Our Club is fortunate enough to have many dedicated and excellent trainers to keep 
members trained and up-to-date with their qualifications. 
 
We welcome Andrew Ling, Brad Lilly, Stephen Townsend and Brad Wheeler to the 
group of trainers. Andrew and Brad trained the one of the bronze and SRC squads 
and Brad has begun training IRB crewing and driving. Stephen has been training the 
Silver Medallion Beach Management and Advanced Resuscitation awards, coming 
from a background of training with the rural fire service. It’s great to see more people 
getting involved in training and we welcome them to the training team. 
 
Training is a rewarding way to contribute to the club and essential to keep new 
members coming through. Anybody who wishes to be involved in training is 
encouraged to speak with Peter Adlington (Chief Trainer). 
 
Keeping up-to-date with awards and ongoing training is a key aspect of a successful 
club. Members are encouraged to keep their qualifications current and to undertake 
further training where needed. This is beneficial for the Club and for the members, as 
many of the qualifications gained in Surf Life Saving can carry over into the 
workforce and help employability. 
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It has also been great to see more nipper parents gaining their bronze medallion. We 
need this to continue so that the Nipper program is sustainable.  
 
Following the delivery of the Rescue Water Craft (RWC) we also had six members 
undertake RWC operator training over seven weekends at Mollymook.  
 
Congratulations to all successful candidates and thank you to all members involved 
in training.  
 
 
 
 
Chief Trainer and Facilitator 
Peter Adlington 
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2018 – 2019 Lifesaving awards 
 
Bronze Medallion  
Holly Abbey Simon Carr 
Zoe Anderson Andrew Fenech 
Cooper Atkinson Natalie Harrison 
Izabella Barak Mat Lock 
Pete Domazar Neridah Loch 
Joel Gould Groove Brindley 
Riley Spender Joseph Visser 
Coban Knight  
  
Surf Rescue Certificate  
Harrison Fillery Georgia Brown 
Tobey Hooke Madison Carr 
Joshua Ludman Amity Child 
Reuben Pichler James Cooke 
Jack Weber Luke Cournane 
Matthew Harris Chelsea Harrison 
Ella Heald Georgia Hooke 
Eva Mackay Robert McLean 
Jack Norton Thomas Richards 
Bailey Soper  
  
Advanced Resuscitation Techniques  
Darren Atkinson Klara Barak 
Wayne Elder Tim Hewatt 
Colin Pakes Joshua Pakes 
Mitchell Pakes Cody Rodriguez 
Stephen Townsend Adam Cook 
Shellee Cook Fintan Murphy 
Breeana O’Donnell Rod Sleath 
  
Silver Medallion Beach Management  
Tim Hewatt Cody Rodriguez 
Stephen Townsend Tania Trenerry 
Adam Cook Shellee Cook 
Joshua Pakes Layton Walsh 
Breeana O’Donnell Fintan Murphy 
  
Rescue Water Craft Operator  
Peter Adlington Adam Cook 
Brad Lilly Colin Pakes 
Joshua Pakes Mitchel Pakes 
  
Gold Medallion (Advanced Lifesaving)  
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Breeana O’Donnell  

 


